In this manner passed the month of March,
without the dismissal of the Shastree.   The nego-
tiation continued open through the whole of April;
in the course of which month, no effort was spared
to win him over to the interests of the Poona
court,   The Peshwa's daughter was offered to his
son in marriage, and the chief ministry of the
Peshwa's affairs, that is to say, the situation held
by Suda-Sheeo-Bhao Mankeshur, was tendered to
his acceptance.    There can be no doubt that he
was dazzled by these offers, and not only gave a
favourable ear to them, but contracted a degree of
intimacy with Tiimbukjee, through whom they
were made, which was very unusual amongst na-
tives of rank, and considering the previous animo-
sity on both sides, rather extraordinary.    In the
month of May, Bajee Rao came to a determination
to commence a series of pilgrimages, whereof the
first was to be to Nassik, near the source of the
Godaveree.   The negotiation for the marriage was
at this time in a state of so much forwardness, as
to induce the P6shwa to take his family with him
to Nassik, and to make preparations to have the
ceremony performed at that place; and hi this
idea the journey was commenced in May.   In the
mean time, however, Gungadhur had referred the
proposed compromise of the claim on the Gykwar
to FutehSingh, the representative of Anund Rao;
on whose part he, rather unexpectedly, met with a